University of Nebraska - Lincoln

DigitalCommons@University of Nebraska - Lincoln
Nebraska Bird Review

Nebraska Ornithologists' Union

1-1946

Nebraska Bird Review (January-June 1946) 14(1),
WHOLE ISSUE.

Follow this and additional works at: http://digitalcommons.unl.edu/nebbirdrev
Part of the Poultry or Avian Science Commons, and the Zoology Commons
"Nebraska Bird Review ( January-June 1946) 14(1), WHOLE ISSUE." (1946). Nebraska Bird Review. 891.
http://digitalcommons.unl.edu/nebbirdrev/891

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Nebraska Ornithologists' Union at DigitalCommons@University of Nebraska - Lincoln. It
has been accepted for inclusion in Nebraska Bird Review by an authorized administrator of DigitalCommons@University of Nebraska - Lincoln.

Nebraska Bird Review (January-June 1946) 14(1), WHOLE ISSUE.
Copyright 1946, Nebraska Ornithologists' Union. Used by permission.

VOLUME XIV

JANUARY-JUNE, 1946

NUMBER 1

The Nebraska
Bird Review

A Magmne 0/ the Ornilhology
of the Nebraska Region
Published by the

Nebraska Ornithologists' Union
Founded 1899

THE NEBRASKA BIRD REVIEW
A Magazine of the Ornithology of the Nebraska Region
Published semi-annually, in January-June and July-December.
by the Nebraska Ornithologists' Union, as its official journal.
Sent free as issued to all members of the N. O. U. who are not
in arrears for dues. Subscriptions taken from non-members, libraries,
and institutions at one dollar a year in the United States, and one
dollar and twenty-five cents a year in all other countries, payable in
advance. Single numbers fifty cents each. All dues should be remitted to the Treasurer and all subscriptions to the Associate Editor.
Edited by F. W. Haecker, Box 191, Kemmerer, Wyoming. Associate Editor, Dr. Edson H. Fichter, 415 No. 28th Street, Lincoln
Nebraska.
The current issue of The Nebraska Bird Review is printed by
The Enterprise Publishing Company, Blair, Nebraska.
OFFICERS OF THE NEBRASKA ORNITHOLOGISTS'
UNION
President .................................... Dr. R. Allyn Moser, R· F· D. No.1,
Benson Station, Omaha 4, Nebr.
Vice-President ......................Mrs. George Blinco, 411 Moorhead St.,
Chadron. Nebr.
Corresponding Secretary ....Mrs. Jane B. Swenk, 1410 No. 37th St·,
Lincoln 3, N ebr.
Recording Secretary ................Mrs. Glen Chapman, Aurora, Nebr.
Treasurer ........................ Mrs. A. M. Jones, 1015 No. St. Joe, Ave.,
Hastings, Nebr.
Editor .................... F. W. Haecker, Box 191, Kemmerer, Wyoming
Associate Editor .................... Dr. Edson H. Fichter, 415 No. 28th St·,
Lincoln, Nebr.
CONTENTS
Page
The Genus Junco in Nebraska, By R. Allyn Moser ...................... 1
Cooperation in Upland Game Bird Research,
By Levi 1. Mohler ...........................................,. ..................... 7
Notes on Birds of Great Britain, by Ralph Velich ........................ 10
Minutes of the Forty-Fifth Annual Meeting ................................ 13
Report of the Forty-Second Annual Field Day ............................ 18
General Notes ......................... ..... .................................................... 19
Book Review .................................................................................... 23
Announcements .... ,............................................................................ 24
Obituaries ..... ................................................. .................................... 2'7
Actual Date of Publication" July 29, 1946

NEBRASKA BIRD REVIEW
A Magazine of the Ornithology of the Nebraska Region
Published by the Nebraska Ornithologists' Union

VOLUME XIV

JANUARY-JUNE, 1946

NUMBER 1

THE GENIUS JUNCO IN NEBRASKA *
By R. ALLYN MOSER
The status of the genus Junco was in a state of chaos before
Alden H. Miller's publication, "Speciation in the Avian Genus Junco", in 1941. Ridgway, in 1901, and Dwight in 1918 contributed a
great deal of information concerning this genus, but Miller in his
complete analysis of the species and races as they occur in their
breeding grounds and in their winter ranges has clarified the genetics and the year-around distribution of Junco.
This Nebraska synopsis is based on Miller's information and on
all recorded knowledge of Junco in this State. We have here for
consideration:
Junco caniceps caniceps (Woodhouse). Northern Gray-headed
Junco
Junco oreganus mearnsi Ridgway' Pink-sided Oregon Junco.
Junco oregan us montanus Ridgway. Interior Oregon Junco.
Junco hyemalis hyemalis (Linnaeus). Boreal Slate-colored Junco.
Junco hyemalis cismontanus Dwight. Cassiar Slate-colored Junco.
Junco a{k,eni Ridgway. White-winged Junco.
The next edition of the Check-list of North American Birds by
the American Ornithologists' Union will probably give the vernacular names of these birds as above. At the present time the following
names are accepted: Gray-headed Junco, Pink-sided Junco, Montana
Junco, Slate-colored Junco, Cassiar Junco and White-winged Junco
respectively.
Junco caniceps caniceps Gray-headed Junco. According t·)
Miller the only specimen now extant representing the type material
is No. 9281 United States National Museum, collected by Woodhouse October 14, 1851, on San Francisco Mountain, New Mexico,
which is now in AriZona.
The breeding areas are mountain tops above 7000 feet in the
arid Rocky Mountains and Great Basin ranges where there are coniferous growths and green ground cover.
*This paper was read by the author at the annual meeting of the Nebraska Ornithologists' Union in Lincoln, May 10, 1946.
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Bruner, in 1896, listed caniceps as a Nebraska bird. This list
ing was determined later to have been baccd on an immature specimen of hyemalis. It was not until a specimen was collected by Mr.
Charles S. Ludlow in Webster County, April 19, 1911 (now in Dr.
Zimmer's collection), that this bird Vias definitely included in ou'·
avifauna. Weakly has banded three of these birds in Lincoln Coun'
ty during the past four years ;,nd one he listed in 1944 was a return of one he had banded two years previously. The Gray-headed
Junco is also occasionally reported by winter observers in Scottsbluff
County. It then is a winter resident from the south central area to
the western part of the State.
Junco oreganus mearnsi Pink-sided Junco. This belongs to the
species which is the most extensive one in the genus in number of
races, composed of forms between which there is interbreeding and
structural intergradation to such an extent that it is impossible to make
field identifications. The type specimen of mearnsi designated by
Ridgway is No. 11164, United States National Museum and was collected at Fort Bridger, Wyoming, April 12, 1858.
The breeding areas of the Pink-sided Junco are principally above
the southern Wyoming deserts and east of the upper Salmon Rive,
in Idaho, and the upper Missouri and Jefferson Rivers in Montana,
extending into eastern Alberta. The preferred nesting habitat is coniferous forests of altitude above 5000 feet.
This race was first included in the Nebraska check-list by Brun·
er on the strength of a specimen taken by a student in the taxidermy
class of the University of Nebraska on March 11, 1895. This speci'
mea, unfortunately, was lost and a positive identification was doubted. It was not until Zimmer secured three specimens in Dawes County during November, 1910, that it was definitely added to our
check-list and he also has in his collection two specimens collected
in Webster County during the winter months. In the Nebraska Ornithologists' Union collection, preserved by Professor Swenk and in
his own private collection now in custody of the Museum at the University of Nebraska, designated as the Swenk Collection, are two
specimens from Sioux County, collected by C. E. Mickel and one
from Logan County collected by E. W. Glandon.
The Pink-sided Junco is established as an occasional winter vis
it ant over the western two-thirds of the State. Any sight records oi
such might well appJv to hybrids between J. c. caniceps and J. o.
mearnsi; interbreeding is common between these since their breeding
areas are similar and ad join in certain districts.
Junco oreganus montanus Montana Junco. The type specimen
as selected by Ridgway is No. 133253, United States National Mu'
seum, a male collected at Columbia Falls, Montana, May 7, 1894.
During the breeding season it is found in the mountains of
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Oregon cast of the Cascades and north of the low desert areas in
western Idaho mount'1ins, in mountains of northwestern Montana,
eastern Washington and nord'. throLlg:1 i:1terior British Columbia.
A definite eastern boundary has not becl established. The required
habitat seems to be variable, including humid forests, arid forests,
and open, park-like areas, showing a preference to fairly dry regions.
This bird comes into Nebraska as a winter visitant accompanying J. h. hyemalis early in Octoter. Baird records a specimen collected at Medicine Creek ,mel :l·~()thcr (l:1e on the greet bend of the
Missouri River in 11'56. Bruner rcports spec:mens from Sioux,
Brown, Cuming, Lancaster and l'OUgL1S Count'cs. In Zimmer"
collection there are five specimens from Dawes County and in the
University of Nebraska Museum there arc five Epecimens from LanC:lster County, one each from Brown, Sioux and Thomas Counties;
four of these until recently were identified as J. o. shufeldti, Obscrvers report the Montana Junco to he quite coml~10n during the
\vinter in the western counties of Nebraska and each winter occasional identifications as such, if possible, arc aim made over the
rest of the State. The earliest collection dat~_ 0:1 the specimens is
October 6.
Junco hyemalis hyemalis Sbte-colorccl Junco. This bird doc,;
not have a type specimen as Linnaeus based his description on Catesby's account. It belongs to the small Tassenk..reis of Junco hyemalis
with J. h. hyemalis, J. h. carolinensls, and J. h. clsmontanu>,
Junco ail"eni is a closely related specie,;. J. h. 11yemalis intergrade,;
with J. h. carolinensis and J. h. cismontanus and interbreeds to
some extent with J. o. ouganHS and J. o. montanus.
The Slate-colored Junco breeds from the Arctic Coast in Alaska
southeastward to Labrador, Newfoundland, Nova Scotia, New England, northern areas of New York, Michigan, \Visconsin and MinnefOta. For a nesting habitat the requirements are a moist bush and
tree cover, preferably spruce, cedars, hemlock, balsam and aspen,
with somewhat open, plant-covered ground in which to feed.
This Junco is an abundwt winter resident over the entire
State, more especially so e3.stward. It arrives during the second
week in October and remains until late in April. Both Aughey and
Trostler reported it as being present in the summer in the northeastern counties of the State, and Baird cites a specimen collected
ilt the mouth of the Vermillion River, May 6, 1856. Bruner states
it to be a possible breeder in Nebraska only from circumstantial
e\'lJence. There are no breeding records.
Junco hyemalis cismontanus C:cssiar Junco --This is a newlyrecogni:o;ed race produced by stabilization and hybridization between
J. hyemalis and J. oreganus. There was no type specified by Dwight
so Miller has selected as a lectotype a specimen from the Dwight
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collection (No. 12218) No. 402559, American Museum of Natural
History, collected by Allan Brooks in British Columbia at Sumas,
Fehruary 13, 1905.
During the breeding season this race is distributed from ex·
treme south central Yukon Territory south through interior British
Columbia. The eastern limits in this, the C;'ssiar District, are not
defined; it extends south to Jasper Park. Its nesting hahitat is
similar to that of J. h. hyemalis.
Dr. Miller very kindly loaned me typical specimens from thc
Museum of Vertehrate Zoology, University of California, of J. h.
cismontanus, J. o. montanus and J. o. meaTnsi. vVith these I care·
fully studied cleven Nehraska skins, previously identified as J. o.
shufelciti. I found that specimens No. 547, a female collected hy
William C. Smith at Long Pine, March 30, 1915, No. 611, a male:
collected March 11, 1917, and No. 124, another male collected
March 20, 1920, both at Lincoln, by C. E. Mickel, are J. h. eismon·
tanus. These are the actual specimen verifications that identify the
Cassiar Junco as an uncommon winter visitant in this St"-te. Some
of the specimens at the Nehraska Museum previously identified as
J. o. shufelciti have been alrndy mentioned in this article.
Junco ai~eni, White·,vinged Junco.~This hird was first de'
scribed from "- specimen No. 61302 in the United States Nation;d
Museum, collected by C. E. Aiken, in El Paso County, Colorado,
December 11, 1871 and this is the type specimen. The distrihutiol,
during the breeding season is in the Black Hille of South Dakota,
southeastern Montana, northeastern Wyoming, and northwesten.
Nebraska. Coniferous trees in a sub,Canadian ecotone being the'
required habitat.
The White·winged Junco was first identified in this State at
Fort Robinson, Sioux County, December, 1895, by Bruner and
Haggard, where specimens were collected. Bruner's notes show
that it was abundant in the same county the following year hetween
February 18 and 29. In 1901 Cary and Carriker established it as
a hreeder in Warbonnet Canyon, in Sioux County. Tout collected
specimens in Lincoln County in December, 1910. This species then
is known to be a fairly common breeder and a common winter resi,
dent in the northwestern part of the State, a fairly common wintCl"
resident in the western Counties, and an uncommon winter resident
over the rest of Nebraska, as reported by various observers.
The Juncos listed for Nehraska have varied from year to YC;J.r,
depending on the recognized technical names at the time and speci·
men identifications by local and national ornithologists. The first
published list hy Bruner in 1896 gave the St,ltc J. ai~eni, ]. hyemalis,
]. h. oregan us, ]. h. shufelciti, ]. anneetens and]. caniceps. Bruner,
Wolcott and Swcnk, in 1904, listed ]. ai~eni, J. hyemalis, ]. h.
shufelciti, ]. montanus, ]. meamsi, and]. caniceps. Wolcott, in
1909, gave ]. ai~eni, ]. hyemalis and J. shufelciti. Swcnk, in 1915,
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listed J. ai~eni, J. h. hyemalis, J. h. connectens, J. h. mearnsi and
]. phaeonotus caniceps. In 1918 he listed J. ai~eni, J. h. hyemalis, J.
oreganus shufeldti, J. o. mearnsi and J. caniceps. In 1920, he listed
the same as in 1918 except J. rnearnsi instead of J. o. mearnsi. The
next published check-list was by Haecker and Moser in 1940,
a pocket list, giving only vernacular names, and this listed
White-winged Junco, Slate-colored Junco, Shufeldt's Junco, Pinksided Junco, and Gray-headed Junco. The last published check·
list, by Haecker, Moser and Swenk, in 1945, gives ]. ai~eni, J. h.
hyemalis, J. oreganus montan;'(s, J. o. mearnsi and J. o. caniceps.
Due to Miller's findings that J. o. shufeldti is a coastal race and
never found east of the Rocky Mountains, it was deleted from this
last check-list. J. h. cismontanus was not added, even though Miller
stated that Nebraska lies within its winter range, because, up ~c
then, specimen identification was iacking. Now with positive identification, this is added to our check-list giving Nebraska a checklist of 473 species and subspecies.
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COOPERATION IN UPLAND GAME BIRD RESEARCH
IN NEBRASKA *
By lj]W[ L. :JIOHLER
Research concerning upland game birds has been conducted by
trained game biologists of the Game, Forestation and Parks Commission through the past five years. Primary ,lttention has been
focused upon studies of distribution and abundance of various
species, but detailed investigations concerning daily and seasonal
reljuirements, nesting, productivity, mortality factors, food habits,
and other items, have he en carried out on selected study areas.
Realizing the difficulties of gccting statewide coverage with a
small staff, the cooperation of various groups was enlisted early in
the work for assistance in certain phases of the investigations. The
results of these cooperative efforts have been very gratifying.

Residents on Study Areas
In 1941 and 1942 three biologists set up study are,lS in Pawnee,
Jefferson, Valley, Cherry, Keith, Logan and some other counties and
on each area local residents assisted by watching for certain local
happenings. These cooperators helped the study by giving information on such items as:
1. Beginning of fall flocking.
2. Early spnng crowing, booming, whistling, etc.
3. Nests found during, and nesting losses hecausc of, farming
operations.
4. Losses through storms.
5. Hunting pressure.
Studies have heen in progress on some of these areas from 1941
to the present and detailed inform"tion is collected through field
studies hy the biologists themselves. But with a small staff, extensive information for an are" as large as a state can be gathered only
through the cooperation of various interested persons.

Wildlife Reporters
Of particular importance in game bird management are methods
ior determining population trends from year to year. In order to
get statewide information on game bird populations several hundred farmers and ranchers have been contacted by mail twice each
year and asked to return a brief ljucstionnaire concerning game
birds on a specific piece of land. An average of over two hundred
land operators. called wildlife reporters, have returned such ljuestionnaires to date. Such activity by wildlife reporters, in additiol1
to supplying needed information to the game department, also is of
*This paper was read by Dr. Edson Fichter at the annual meeting of the Nebraska Ornithologists' Union at Lincoln, May 10, 1946
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distinct educational valu2. It keeps the cooperators alert to local
condition". In many cases hrm boys and girls ~lssist in filling out
the cards. A hrief hulletin, S'.CClt to each activc reporter and reviewing statewide results, helps the 1001 peeO:1 to understand the reb
tionship of his locality to other parts of the state.
Records from t\lesr: wildltfe reporters arc yielding much worthwhile data. A few items may he mentioncd <1S examples, :l"
follows:
1.

2.
3.
4.
5,

Farmers in the southeastern counties noted that a high
percentage of their quail nests were found in grassy IOGl'
tions. This in turn reflected a wildlife value of the soil
conserving practice of restoring rough land to grasses.
In the state as a whole pheasant nesting success h~ls heel'
somewhat lower in recent years than in 1942.
The prairie chicken population WitS apparently on the
downward trend in the early 1940's.
Hungarian partridges arc now found in many counties III
the northern third of the state.
N est losses, and mortality among nesting pheasant hens,
are heavy in alfalfa growing areas at the time of the first
cutting which usually occurs in June just he fore the peak
hatching period

Sportsmen
Hundreds of sportsmen have cooperated with the research pr')gram hy supplying information not available from any other grOUj.
Of particular importance have heen the detailed pheasant hunter';:;
record cards which have heen used for several years in the localities
of Ord, Ogallala, and Pierce. Scottsbluff sportsmen participated lIi
this record keeping for the first time in 1943.
Accurate information concerning the kill, and other items, is
necessary in properly planning for harvesting of game hirds through
open seasons.
Similar to the pheasant cards are the quail hunting report card,
which were in use in the southeast in 1944 and 1945. Quail hunter"
in both years flushed nearly a covey of quail per hour of hunting.
indicating an ahundance of the birds in the open counties. In hotl>
years the kill was between 1 and 2 hirds per covey flushed.

Game Dressers
Commercial game dressers have cooperated hy keeping certain
records. Especially useful were hursa and spur records frum cock
pheasants killed in 1942. Such records indicated that the old :youn;,;
ratio of pheasants hagged in the open sason was ahout the same a6
the old: yeung ratio obtained from hiologists' sight records of live
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pheasants seen 111 the weeks preceding the open season. Other workers have more recently obtained similar results from thl' two methods

Merchants
Hardware merchants and others in at least six western NebrasL
towns helped gather data on pheasant weights in 1942 and late.
years by weighing birds brought in by local sportsmen. Such record,
revealed that young pheasants gain weight rapidly until late October
and gain steadily, but less rapidly, in late fall.

Rural Mail Carriers
In five separate weeks in 1945 and 1946 between 600 and 70'.1
rural mail carriers kept records of the upland game birds seen i!,
their daily driving on routes. These records, covering approximately
a million miles of driving, provide comprehensive information con·
cerning distribution and abundance of the various species. In addition, the July records provide extensive information on pheasant
productivity and the January records showed that under Nebrasb
conditions there was still a plentiful supply of cock pheasants in the
wild at the close of the 1944 and the 1945 hunting seasons.

Highway Maintenance Crews
In 1944 highway maintenance crews of the State Highwa)
Department kept records uf pheasants and nests destroyed in 2,650
one-swath miles uf roadside mowing in northeastern Nebraska. Tk
data suggests that losses from roadside mowing in late spring and
early summer may be quite high especially in intensively cultivated
areas where roadside cover forms an appreciable percentage of the
available good nesting cover.

Summary
1. Various groups, including residents on study areas, farmer
and rancher wildlife reporters, sportsmen, game dressers, merchants,
rural mail carriers, and highway maintenance crews have cooperated
with research men of the State Game Commission by providing
various kinds of information or by keeping certain records.
2. Such cooperation supplies much extensive information to
supplement that obtained by biologists who personally can cover
only limited areas.
3. This cooperation tends to make the various cooperators
wildlife conscious and hence has educational value in addition to its
research valuc.--Game, Forestation and Par~s CommiSSion, Lincoln,
N.ebras~a.
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NOTES ON BIRDS OF GREAT BRITAIN
By RALPH VELICH
The following notes arc taken from my diary while in the'
Armed Forces in Gre:\t Britain, Novcml~cr of 1943 through Januar)'
1944, Other birds were noted but only definite observations arc:
given here.
In November, on the eve of our deharkation in Scotland, three'
Mute Swans (Cygnus olor) were seen drifting along with the cur
rent of a small stream. The species is distributed through the British
Isles in a semi,domesticated condition, It is said that these hand·
some birds were originally brought to England fr(lm Cyprus b:
Richard I, and that they still breed in the wild state in Denmark
and Southern Sweden. There are no wild swans in England. B;.'
ancient law the swan is a "bird royal" and unless a person C;1!1
prove ownership, a swan belongs to the king and may not be shut
or snared. The few swans offered for sale as food came from Eir".
In the morning of the following day, a grey'white heron with
a long yellow bill and bright yellow legs was noted. This prowd
to be the Common Heron (Ardea c. cina'rea) , the only heron found
on the British Isles.
The Rook (Corvus f. frugilegus) is quite common in England
This member of the crow family has a square tail like the less com'
mon Carrion Crow (Corvus c. carone). There was little difficulty
in distinguishing between the two species upon learning that the
Carrion Crow had feathers continuing to the base of the bill, while
the Rook after the first year had white bare skin near the base of
the bill. The Rook is one of the best known birds of the Briti/sh
Isles owing to its custom of living in large, noisy flocks and its ten'
dency to select the vicinity of human habitations for its breeding
places. The plumage of the adult male of both species is black, that
of the Carron Crow glossed with purple'blue on the upper parts,
while the Rook has the same parts glossed with blue.
The British Robin (Erithacus rubecula melophius), a residen;:
race, was usually seen among the hedgerows. This is the original
Robin Redbreast, a favorite and probably the most characteristic of
British birds. The British Robin is :1 much smaller bird than the
American Robin and by far a prettier bird. It is about six inches
long, throat a bright red margined with blue grey, belly white, and
upper parts olive,brown. The eggs are pure white and sometimes
found with light reddish blotches.
Wild Pigeons were seen in small flocks frequenting the open
stubble fields. Two species of pigeon were noted: the Ring Dov.:'
or Wood Pigeon (Columba p. palumbtts) and the Stock Dove
(Columba c. cenas) , The Wood Pigeon is common throughout the
British Isles in wooded districts, while the Stock Dove is resident

nIHIlS (W (:BEAT BRITAIN

11

throughout the open country in regions where old timher still exist"
and in p;\rks. The Wood Pigeon rescmHcs the Stock Dove in general
hue and size, hut the latter has a patch of white on each side of tk
neck and has no white on the wings.
There are two species of Partridge on the British Ioles: til<,
English Patridge (Perdix p. jxrdix) and the Redlegged or French
Partridge (A/eetrois r. n.Ja!, Each of these species is reported to
be on the increase owing to the increase of arabIc land due to the
war. Before tile war, unlike th'2 English P<lrtridge, the Redlcggcd
Partridge had decreased greatly.
The Pheasant (Phasianus colch;cus) v·:as first introduced into
the British Isles by the Romans, but it has been cro::;sed and bred
artificially for many years for sport and food. The Ring·necked
Pheasant (Phasianus colchicus torquatus) and allied forms were in
troduced later.
Small flocks of Linnets (Acanthis cannab:na) , probahly immi·
g[<mts from the continent, were seen ahout camp. The Linnet is ;,
I'rown bird, with a flash of white on the wings and tail, and OCC,l
sionally with rosy· red flashes about the breast and head. It has a
rapid wavy, dipping flight and is the only finch that nests on the
ground. As a songster this hird is one of the most accomplished
performers. Linnets are greatly esteemed as cage hirds and in spitE
of protective legislation, large numhers of them are still taken hy
hird collectors. In a letter which I received a few months ago fron'
Captain W. K. Marshall of Derhy, England, he stated that several
persons had recently been arrested for taking Linnets and other
small birds with bird lime.
The English Sparrow (Passer domesticus) is found everywhere
in Great Britain. The Starling (Sturnus v. vulgaris) seems to be as
numerous. It is considered a very heneficial hird and W. P. Westill
writes that the "Starling is one of the most valuable hirds and
friends the farmer has, feeding very largely upon the Tipula gruhs
which do damage to grass lands, and a host of injurious insects of
~lll descriptions." Starlings and Sparrows when haked 111 pies aE
said to taste very good.
The Continental Chaffinch, (Fringilla c. coelebs) was know;-l
as the Pie Finch in the region where I was stationed and it has sev'
eral other cognomens. Elsewhere it is known as the Copper' Finch,
Spinx, Pink· Pink, and in other regions the Shelfa. His Latin cog
nomen is, being interpreted, the Bachelor Finch. The reason for
this name is prohably because, in winter, the females separate from
the males and move about the country alone until the following
spring. The males vary in color. At courting time the bill is hlue,
«own a greyish·hlue, back a rich chestnut merging into olive·green,
tail black·hrown boldly spattered by white, wings blackish with yel·
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low margins and the lower parts a brick-red. The hen has all of
these markings to a lesser degree. The Chaffinch is one of the com·
monest and most generally distributed species, living throughout the
cultivated or wooded portions of the British Isles.
The British Nuthatch (Sitta affinis) is common in the south
and central portions of England where there is old timber. It is a
native of Britain. Two individuals were seen.
The Common Wren ('Troglodytes t. troglodyt.es) was noted
several times. There are three species of wrens in Britain but thIs
is the one that is most generally distributed. This is the type species
of wren which inhabits nearly the entire continent of Europe.
A Kestril (Falco t. tihnunculus) was seen flying above camp
early one morning. This is the only Raptore positively identifid
during my stay in England.
One morning in camp I found a dead Water Hen (Gallinula c
chloropus). It was subsequently made into a study skin by Mr. A
L. Thorpe of the Derby Museum and Art Gallery, and sent to me
a few months after I had returned to the States. The Water Hen
is a familiar species wherever a small pool of water or flowing stream
exists, but is scarce in Northern Scotland. The upper parts are
chiefly a dark olive-brown, under tail coverts conspicuously whit.::,
bill red with yellow tip, feet not lobed and of a greenish-yellow
color with a red band at the joints. The Coot (Fulica a. atra) is said
to be found throughout tnt. Island, but, unfortunately I did not see it.
At the Port of Debarkation while getting ready to return to
the States, two Common Cormorants (Phalacrocorax c. carbo) were
seen along with thousands of Herring Gulls (Lams argent.atus) resembling so much confetti, and four Great Black-backed Gulls
(Lams marinus) the largest and most conspicuous because of their
black mantles.
The Atlantic Kittiwake (Rissa t. tridactyla) was seen astern of
the ship practically every time one cared to look. It was a wonder
to all on board how these tiny birds could brave the cold and stormy
North Atlantic.
Three hundred miles off the coast of New York, I saw fur
the first time two Gannets (Moris bassana). Both individuals circled
the transport in wide sweeps and then moved on.-University of
N.ebras~a State Muse'-lm, Lincoln, N.ebras~a.
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MINUTES OF THE FORTY-FIFTH ANNUAL MEETING
OF THE NEBRASKA ORNITHOLOGISTS' UNION
The forty-fifth annual meeting of the Nebraska Ornithologists'
Union was held in Lincoln, Nebraska, on Friday and Saturday, May
!() and 11, 1946. The Linco'n N. O. U. members acted as hosts
The program sessions were aU held in Morrill Hall, University of
Nebraska. Registration began at 9:30 A.M. Friday, thirty-eight
members and visitors having registered during the morning.
Special features included the exhibition of Japanese bird paintings collected in Japan and shown by Mr. Merle Hansen, Department of Zoology, University of Nebraska; the new "Hall of Birdo
and Mammals" in prospect by Nathan Mohler, museum artist; the
exhibition of the Myron H. Swenk collections; and the Cornell University recordings of bird songs.
In the absence of the President and Vice President, the meetint\
was called to order at 10:30 A.M. in the Founders' Roon of the
Museum by Corresponding Secretary, Mrs. Myron H Swenk. A
welcome to the Museum was extended by the Director, Dr. C. Bert·
rand Schultz. Mr. Levi Mohler being absent, his paper on "Cooperation in Upland Game Bird Research in Nebraska" was read
by Dr. Edson Fichter of Lincoln. The possibilities of cooperation
of farmers, highway maintenance crews, and sportsmen were men·
tioned as being necessary for the protection of our game birds. A
discussion followed.
"The Need for Conservation Education in the Public Schools,"
a paper by Mr. Arthur W. Emerson of the Soil Conservatiol\
Service, Nebraska Regional Office, was the next number on the
program. The teaching of Conservation in the public schools starting
with the third grade was suggested; educational support being neees··
sary for increased land production and increased wild life protection.
Mrs. Ray Norris of Weeping Water, Nebraska, then told of
the start of the 4-H Bird Clubs and of the interest displayed by the
young people as evidenced in the kodak pictures which were passed
,lround.
A Motion Picture "The Heritage We Guard" by the Soil
Conservation Service, concluded the morning's program.
Committees were announced as follows: Auditing, Miss Mary
Ellsworth and Mrs. F. W. Haecker; Nominating, Miss Doris Gates,
Mrs. George O. Smith, and Mr. L. O. Horsky; Resolutions, Mr.
'Nilson Tout, Mr. L. M. Gates and Mrs. F. J. Patton.
At 11 :45 A 1·1. a recess was declared and lunch at the Student
Union building was announced.
The program was resumed at 1 :30 P.M. with a paper on
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"Rosy Finches of the Intermountain Region" by Mr. F. W. Haecker,
Editor.Custodian, Nebraska Ornithologists' Union. The Rosy Finch
in the United States nests at a higher average elevation than any
other American bird--scldom below 9'iOO feet and often at 14,OO()
feet. Few have found the nests.
Dr. Allyn Moser, Treasurer, Nebraska Orinthologists' UniOl:
then presented a paper on "The Status of the Genus Junco in Ne
brash." Among the species discussed were the Gray·headed, the
Pink·sided, the Slate·colored, the Cassiar, the White·winged and thle
Montana Juncos. Junco skins were shown after the reading of thc
paper.
"A Progress Report on the Whooping Crane Project" wa,
given by Dr. Olin Sewall Pettingill, Jr., Assistant Professor of Zoo·
logy- at Carleton College, Northfield, Minnesota, and of Orin·
thology at the University of Michigan Biological Station. The Na·
tioml Audubon Society and the United States Fish and Wildlife
Service are jointly sponsoring intensive field investigations of the.
bird in its whole range from nOfth'centr,d Canada to northern
Mexico. The ultimate goal of this field research is the restoration
of the Whooping Crane as a common bird throughout much of its
former range. The last nest was found in the United States in 1894
The big bend of the Platte River in Nebraska affords a restin.,?
place on the bird's long migntory route. N. O. U. members were
asked to be on the alert for any occurrence of the birds. Dr. Pet·
tingill paid tribute to the late Professor M. H. Swenk and to the
late Mr. A. M. Brooking for their contribution of knowledge of the
\Vhooping Crane. Pictures were shown of wintering birds at the
Aransas Pass Refuge in Texas, and of a captive bird at Gothen·
burg, Nebr.
At 2:15 P.M., Dr. George M. Sutton, Associate Professor of
Ornithology, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, gave a short talk
suggesting that ornithologists may have their place in making a bet·
ter world. As a concrete example of international cooperation, he
proposed that French, African, and American ornithologists make
a study of the various species of weaver birds.
Announcement of the field trips for the following day was
then made,
The business session was opened at 3 :30 P.Jvf. The minutes 01
the forty· fourth annual meeting, having been printed in the JanuaryJune 1944 issue of 'The Nebras1za Bird ReVlew, were approved with·
out being rea"d. The 1945 annual meeting had been canceled be
cause of war·time conditiono. Six local organizations held field
days and their reports were published in 'The Nebras~a Bird Review.
Hastings, Omaha, Fairbury, Stapleton, Superior and Chadron were
the localities cooperating.
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Announcement was made of the result of a mail hallot by
which Mr. Wilson Tout of North Platte, a charter memher of
N. O. U., was made an Honorary Memher. The mail hallot vote
had heen unanimous.
The report of Treasurer, Dr. R. Allyn Moser, was presenteu
which may he summarized as follows:
NEBRASKA ORNITHOLOGISTS' UNION MAY 1, 1946
Amount on deposit April 30, 1945______________________
__ _____ $21l.70
3--1945-46 Sustaining membership dues_____
15.00
7-1946-47 Sustaining membership dues
35.00
1-1944-45 Active memhership dues ________
2.00
39-1945-46 Active membership dues ____
78.00
36-1946-47 Active membership dues
n.oo
59---1945-46 Associate: memhership dues
59.00
65 -1946-47 Associate membership dues ______________
65.0()
2-1947-48 Associ;tte memhership dues
2.00
11-1945
Subscriptions tc The Nebraska Bird Review____ 1l.00
26--1946
Subscriptions to The Net-raska Bird Review____ 26.00
Omaha Public Library paid subscription 5
ye;trs in advance ___________________________________ __
5.00
Various singk copies of The Nebraska Bird
4.00
Review
Check-List Sales _________________________ __
34.05
$620.75
May 1, 1945
_$ 6.42
Bank Charge to May 1, 1946 ________ '
Printing, including all supplies and the Nehraska Bird
339.67
Review and Reprints and Mimeographed notices_
Postage; all departments ____________________________________________ _
33.76
379.85
Amount on deposit, May 1, 1946 _______________________ . _______________ _ 240.90
Signed:

$620.75
R. ALLYN MOSER, Treas.

The report was filed with the auditing committee.
The following persons had heen proposed for membership since
the last puhlished list in Th.e N.ebrask.a Bird Review Vol. 13, No.2.
1.1r. Joseph Hill, Mrs Hazel G. Young, Mrs. Jeanette Adams, Dr
Sigsby S. Sors, Mr. Walter A. Gannon, Mrs. Chester H. Waters.
Mr. Adrian C. Fox, Dr. Donald S. Farner, Mr. Walter FitzpatricK.,
Mrs. Walter Fitzpatrick, Mrs. Dwight Thomas, Mrs. Loren Miller,
Mrs. O. E. Gerner, Mrs. Claire Miles, Mrs. Ray E. Norris, Mr3.
Roy J. Witscky, Mr. Roy J. Witscky, Mrs. Inez Churchill, Mrs. Ella Meyer and Mrs. Lucille Hammond. All were elected to memhership.
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The Nominating Committee then reported through its Chajr~
man, Miss Doris Cates, proposing the following officers for 1946~
47: President--Dr. R. Allyn Moser, Omaha; VlCc·Prcsident--Mrs.
George Blinco, Chadron; Corresponding Secretary--Mrs. Myron
H. Swenk, Lincoln; Recording S-ccretary--Mrs. Glen Chapman, Aurora; Treasurer, )I,irs. A. M. Jones, Hastings; Editor~Custodian--Mr.
F. W. Haecker, Kemmerer, Wyoming; Associate Editor-Custodian---·
Dr. Edson H. Fichter, Lincoln. No other nominations being received,
the report was unanimously accepted and these officers declared duly
elected.
At this time heads were rowed in reverent memory as silent trib~
ute was given to tv.o of Nebraska's foremost citizens and N. O. U
members, Mr. A. M. Brooking, who passed away ]anmry 25, 1946,
and Dr. D. C. Hilton, "\'"ho died December 12, 1945.
The subject of affiliation with tbe Wilson Ornithological Club
was introduc~d by Mr. F. W. Haecker. A motion was made by Dr
R. Allyn Moser that we affiliate with the Wilson Ornithologica:
Club. The motion \\ClS carried.
Acting President, Mrs. Myron H. S'.·;cnk, then read an invita·
tion from the Nebraska Academy of Sciences to hccome affiliated
with that organization. Mr. F. W. Haecker moved to accept the in
vitation and the motion was carried.
On motion of Miss Doris Gates, the N. O. U. members expressed their appreciation of the past year's officers and the splendid
program prepared for this meeting.
The Auditing Committee reported that the financial statement
of the Treasurer had been examined and found correct. On motion,
the report was accepted.
Mr. Wilson Tout extended an invitation from the North Platte
Bird Club to meet at North Platte in 1947. As is customary, the matter was referred to the Executive Committee.
Mr. F. W. Haecker, Editor-Custodian, then spoke of his le,n"
ing Omaha for his new residence in Kemmerer, Wyoming. He will
continue his interest in N. O. U., but will be unable to continue as
editor of the Nebraska Bird Review after publication of the June
number.
The meeting then adjourned.
At 6:00 P.M. members and guests met at the Student Union
Building for the annual banquet. The tables were made beautiful
with flowers from the gardens of Lincoln members. At the conclusion of the banquet the Resolutions Committee was called upon and
Mr. Wilson Tout reported as follows:
The N. O. U. members approve the proposition of Dr. Pettin-
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glll that a special committee be appointed by the President to cooperate with others in the study of the Whooping Crane in Ne·
braska, and to collect data regarding its numbers and its migration
through this state. Also to arrange for its protection in those areas
of Nebraska where it rests during migration.
The N. O. U. members approve the organization of local Bird
Clubs in every community in the State where there are several permns interested in the study of birds.
The N. O. U. members would urge the state highway department and all others having control of roads in this state, to leave 'l.
margin of growth at the outer edge of the right-of-way on both side.,
of the road as a wildlife refuge.
The N. O. U. members are grateful to Dr. Schultz and the Mu
seum staff for their cooperation in this meeting, to Mrs. Swenk and
Dr. Fichter for aid in the program, meeting, plans and arrangements;
to Dr. Pettingill and to Dr. Sutton for their inspiration and helpfui
presence; and to all others who took part in the program.
The N. O. U. members especially appreciate the work of Fred
Haecker as editor of 'The N.ebras~a Bird Review. The publication
stands high among ornithological journals and has met every need of
the ornithologists of the State.
The N. O. U. members favor giving a free subscription to Out·
door N.ebras~a to every purchaser of a hunting or fishing license in
the State, even if an additional charge were made for the license, and
authorize the N. O. U. President to appoint a committee to help in
bringing this to the attention of the proper persons.
(Signed) Wilson Tout,
L. M. Gates,
Mrs. F. J. Patton.
Upon motion, these resolutions were unanimously adopted. The
Executive Committee then a:mounced the acceptance of the invita··
tion to mect at North Platte in 1947.
The program of the day was then continued at the museum
where Dr. Pettingill showed kodachrome pictures, "Wild Life in Action." These interesting studies were made of the birds in their
natural habitat near the University of Michigan Biological Station,
in the region of Northfield, Minnesota, and on the prairies of North
Dakota during the mating and breeding seasons.
Before the showing of the pictures Dr. George M. Sutton was
introduced to the audience and he spoke briefly.
The annual meeting concluded with the announcement of field
trips for the next day. There were to be three groups. After censu:\
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was mddc these gn\ups were to return to the Student Union fm
luncheon at 11 :45.
Registration: Ruth M. Fleming. Wm. A. Fleming. Rohert Fleming, J. R. Fleming, Elizabeth Ruhendall, Mrs. Leroy Gdtes, F. W.
Haecker, Loui,a E. \Vilson, Florence Paton, Wade Vogel, Mrs. \\/
D. Vogel, Mrs. Gicn Chapman, Mrs. A. L. Haecker, Mrs. F. W.
Haecker, Mrs. Grac Young, Mrs. R. Allyn Moser, Mrs. A. M. Jones,
A. M. Jones, Mrs. A. H. Jones, R. Allyn Moser, ArthurVv'.
Emerson, Mrs. Ray Norris, Leroy Culotta, C. B. Schultz, Wilson
Tout, Nathan L. flohler, Ralph W. Velich, L. M. GdtCS, Mrs. W.
R. Fitzpatrick, Mrs. C. O. Smith, C. O. Smith, Bertha Krohn,
Jack Mtlcs, Olin SC\\ all Pettingill, Jr.. George M. Sutton, Mrs. Myron H. Swcnk, Mary Ellsworth, Emrrla Ellsworth, Mrs. Ceo. Ho·
reser, Miss Vcrncil Criffin, Miss Ruth Moon, Edson Fichter, Mrs.
Loren Mills, Mrs. Dwight Thomas.
MRS. A. H JONES, Recording SClrCld1,\'

REPORT OF THE FORTY-SECOND ANNUAL FIELD DAY
OF THE NEBRASKA ORNITHOLOGISTS' UNION
The field parties met at Morrill Hall at 6:00 A.M. Saturd;ty
morning, May 11, 1946 and divided into two groups. One leel hy f.
W. Haecker and Dr. George M. Sutton visited Wyuka Cemetery,
Stevens Creek and Salt Creek regions anel the other group led hI'
Dr. O. S. Pettingill and Dr. R. Allyn Moser went to Oak Creek Park
Capital Beach Lake anel Pioneer Park. All returned to the Studct1':
Union at noon whETe luncheon hael heen prepared. After luncheoll
F. W. Haecker compileel the cOlllposit list which, with a fcw additions made hy members that aftcrnoon, tot;deel 100 species.
The day had he en fair and pleasant although it was quite cold
early in the morning, ahout 30 degrees. Tmvard noon it warmeel up
considerably. The list of birds recorded for the elay is as followi·
Eared Grebe, Pied-hilled Grebe, Green Heron, Snow Goose, Mallarel,
Blue-winged Teal, Shoveller, Ruddy Duck, Cooper's Hawk, Redtaileel Hawk, Red-shoulelereel Hawk, Marsh Hawk, Osprey, Sparrow
Hawk, Bob'white, Ring-necked Pheasant, American Coot, Semiralmateel Plover, Killdeer, Spotted S;tndpiper, Willet, Greater Yellowlegs, Lesser Yellow-legs, Pectoral Sandpiper, White-rumped Sand·
piper, Baird's Sanelpiper, Least Sanelpiper, Dowitcher, Stilt SanLipiper, Semipalmated Sandpiper, Hudsonian Goelwit, \Vilson '5 Phalar,
ope, Northern Phalarope, Ring-hilled Gull, Frdnklin's Gull, Roc:,
Dove, Mourning Dove, Great Borneel Owl, CLimncy Swift, Belted
Kingfisher, Northern Flicker, Red-heaelcd V/oodpccker, Hairy \Vo:,J
peeker, Downy Woodpecker, Eastern Kmghirel, Ark:U1sas Kingbird,
Crested Flycatcher, Eastern Phoehe, Least Flycatcher, Horned Lark,
Bank Swallow, Barn Swallow, Purple Martin, Blue Jay, E:lstem
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Cruw, Long-tailed Chickadee, House \Vrcn, Mockingbird, Catbird,
Brown Thrasher, Robin, Olivc-backed Thrush, Gray-cheeked Thrush,
E~lstern Bluebird, Migrant Shrike, Starling, Warbling Vireo, Black
and White Warhler, Tennessee Warbler, Yellow Warbler, Myrtle
\\/arbler, Biack-poll V'"arhler, Grinncll's Water-Thrush, NortheLl
Yellow-throat, American Redstart, English Sparrow, Bobolink, East·
crn Meadowlark, \Vcstcrn Meadowlark, Yellow-headed Blackbird,
Eastern Red-wing, Orchard Oriole, Baltimore Oriol, Bron~ed
Crackle, Eastern Cowbird, Cardinal, Rose-breastcd Grosbeak, Indig,)
Bunting, Dickcissel, Pine Siskin, Eastern Goldfinch, Artic Towhee,
Savannah SP~lrHl"'V, Vesper Sparrow, Lark Sparrow, Chipping Spar·
row, CIa y·colored Sparrow, Harris's Sparrow, White-throated Spar'
row ~lIld Lincoln's Sparrow.

GENERAL NOTES
A Probable Record of Brewster's Egret From Dawes
County.· While at Whitney Lake, Dawes Count]', on the morning
of May 2';, 1946, I noticed a pure white bird that was a stranger tG
me. I spent the better part of an hour looking at it and several times
gut rcal close to it and according to Chester A. Reed's water bird
guide, it was a Snowy Heron (Snowy Egret, Leucophoyx thula thula,
or Brewster's Egrct, L. t. brewsteri) *. Its plumage tallied with the IIIustr~ltion in the hook as did the color of its legs and feet. I looked
for it again in the afternoon and for thc next few days but failed to
find it.-LEON CUNNINGHAM, Hay Springs, Nebr.

*

*

*

*

Nesting of the Double-crested Cormorant in Lincoln County, During the 1943 season a small nesting colony of the Doublecrested Cormorant was found about three miles east of North Platte
An are~l had been flooded by a diversion dam which contained a
grove of cottonwoods that had been killed by the water. In these
dead trees twelve to fifteen nests of this species were found which
v:ere occupied that season.-\VILSON TOUT, North Platte, Nebr.

*

*

*

*

A Sight Record of the Purple Gallinule From Adams
County .. -On }Vby 2nd, 1946, in a small wooded h~lckwater of thoc
*Haccker, Moser and Swenk in their Check-List of the Birds of N e
braska include L t. theda, Snowy Egret for the reason that most
records of the species have heen from southeastern Nebraska. How'
ever, Ol-cl'holser advises that the bird that occurs in Nebraska would
at the pr,'3'nt time he called L t. bretvsteri (Brewster's Egret)
There is little doubt but what this northwestern Nebraska record
vvould be- b;cws,eri.-·Ed.
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Little Blue River east of Pauline, Adams Count v, my companion and
I saw a Purple Gallinule. We were unable to see the plate on the
front of the head but are sure of our identification from the green
back, azure blue head and neck, and bright yellow legs.-JAMES H.
AGER, Holdrege, Nebr.

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

Wintering Birds at the Forest Service Nursery at Halsey, Thomas County.--Follo\-:ing is a list of birds that wintered on
or near the Forest Service Nursery at Halsey during the 1945-1946
season. In a general way the list is in order of their abundance. Slatecolored Junco, Montana Junco, Pink-sided Junco, and at least one
White-winged Junco trapped and ban dec February 9 and trapped
and banded again March 10, Tree Sparrow, Eastern Goldfinch (sev
eral large flocks stayed around all winter), English Sparrow, Crow,
Ring-necked Pheasant, American Magpie, Long-tailed Chicakadee,
Cardinal, Downy Woodpecker, American Rough-legged Hawk,
Hairy \Voodpecke.r, Sharp-tailed Grouse, Ferruginous Rough-leg,
Golden Eagle, Northern Flicker, Montana Horned Owl, Pine Siskin,
Red-shafted Flicker, Brown Creeper, Marsh Hawk, Northern Shrike,
Golden-crowned Kinglet, Bald Eagle, Prairie Falcon, Greater Prairie
Chicken, Screech Owl, Canada Jay (subsp.), White-breasted Nut
hatch, Belted Kingfisher, American Merganser, Pigeon Hawk (sub·
sp.), Lapland Longspur, Horned Lark (subsp.), Pine Grosbeak (subsp.) and Bendire's Crossbill (subsp.) .·-CARL E. SMITH, Halsey,
N.ebr.
Occurrence of the Red-shouldered Hawk and Other Records of Interest From Buffalo County. --A Red-sho u Ide red
Hawk, with which I am quite familiar from having lived in MiSSOUri,
was observed near Kearney October 1, 1939, by Eddie Brown, War·
ren E. Paine and myself, both of the former being competent field
ornithologists. Another Red-shouldered Hawk was observed on thc
Wood River, near Kearney, on March 30, 1940, by Paine and myself. Brown and I have winter records for the Eastern Bluebird when
a flock of 29 were observed at Kilgore Island, ten miles from Kearney
on December 12, 1939. On March 30, 1940, a female Smith's Lonw
spur was seen by Paine and myself near Kearney. I am sure that ou~
identification was positive in each case.-JOSEPH C. HILL, Kean"
ey,N.ebr.
New Year's Day ObservatilOns in Custer County. On Jan·
uary 1st, 1946, after a two-hour journey by rail from Stapleton, r
arrived at Milldale, which is located in the central west one-third uf
Custer County. My observations were made along the South Loup
River which is here bordered by trees with considerable undergrowth.
A spring-fed pond behind a beaver dam furnished open water. A to·
tal of 20 species comprising 113 individuals, exclusive of the Tree
Sparrows which were too numerous to count, were observed. as fol·
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lows: Common Mallard, 30; Cooper's Hawk, 1; Ring-necked Pheasant, 12; Nebraska Screech Owl, 1; Montana Horned Owl, 2; Long·
eared Owl, 6; Eastern Belted Kingfisher, 1; Red-shafted Flicker, 3,
Eastern Hairy Woodpecker, 1; American Magpie, 7; Eastern Crow,
6; Long-tailed Chickadee, 5; Townsend's Solitaire, 3; Western Meadowlark, 1; Eastern Cardinal, 1; Eastern Goldfinch (subsp.), 18;
Slate-colored Junco,S; Montana Junco, 8; Tree Sparrow, very numerous; and Song Sparrow (subsp.), 2. The day was clear, calm and
mild. Snow covered the ground under the underbrush and trees.HAROLD R. BENCKESER, Stapleton, N.ebr.

*

*

*

*

An Old Account of the Whooping Crane in Nebraska.The following notes on the Whooping Crane (Orus americana) hav<:
been excerpted from a manuscript written by Mrs. Oliver W. Park
which her daughter, Miss Ada C. Park of Grinnell, Iowa, has allowed me to use. These notes may be of interest since they add information on a species in danger of extinction and refer to a larg'~
group of migrant cranes seen prior to the time the bird became scarce
in Nebraska. M. H. Swenk (Nebraska Bird Review, 1933, 111-129)
and A. M. Brooking (ibid., 1943, 5-8) have compiled lists of reliablE:
Nebraska records for the period 1912 to 1943. Mr. Brooking states
that "I cannot believe that this bird was ever as abundant as some
writers might lead us to think, for my observations extend back for
almost half a century and even in the nineties, only scattered flocb
were seen, although some of them numbered as many as fifty indio
viduals .... The birds were wary and did not decoy, but their large
size made them an enticing target that few (hunters) could resist
when they came within range."
Mr. and Mrs. Park, who were pioneers in Franklin County,
south-central Nebraska, owned a farm five miles- northeast of the
town of Mason. One spring evening, about 1878, Mr. Park finishee
sowing oats in a 10-acre field located near his farm house. About
eight acres of the oats had been harrowed into the soil. Soon after
sunset a flock of white cranes came and began settling on the feild,
some of them within 100 feet of the house. More and more cranes
came, Mrs. Park wrote, and she went on to relate that "there seemeJ
to be no end of them. As they settled down they kept talking to each
other, making quiet, pleasant noises. We thought that when daylight came they might get to eating the oats that were not covered,
and at first we tried to drive them away, but they paid no attentioll
to us so we stopped trying. We just stood and admired them. When
it was dark they stopped making sounds and evidently were asleep
for the night. My husband estimated that two acres of the unharrowed oats ",ere covered with cranes as close together as they could
possibly be. The next morning they were gone. So were the oats."
In this instance it appears that Whooping Cranes were not wary
and that the;, were traveling in a sizeable flock. One might specu-
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late on the number of cranes in a compact group occupying two
acres of land. Allowing a reasonable estimate of four square yards
occupied per bird, one acre (4,840 square yards) would contain 1,210
birds and two acres, 2,420 individuals. If this crane flock, observeU
about 68 years ago, contained, roughly. 2,000 birds, this number
would represent at least ten times what I consider, from personal
knowledge of the species on its winter range, tb be the number of
wild whoopers in existence today.--JAMES O. STEVESNSON,
Fish and Wildlife Service, Chicago, Illinois.

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

Field Day of the University Place Bird Club.-May 17
was chosen by the members of the University Place Bird Club of
Lincoln for the date of their field day. Fifty·four species were listed
as follows: Blue·winged Teal, Shoveller, Marsh Hawk, Coot, Semi·
palmated Plover, Killdeer, Lesser Yellow·legs, White·rumped Sand,
piper, Baird's Sandpiper, Least Sandpiper, Mourning Dove, Chimney
Swift, Belted Kingfisher, Northern Flicker, Red·headed 'W'oodpeck·
er, Downy Woodpecker, Eastern Kingbird, Arkansas Kingbird,
Crested Flycatcher, Eastern Phoebe, Eastern Wood Pewee, Bank
Swallow, Barn Swallow, Blue Jay, Eastern Crow, Long·tailed Chick,
adee, White·breasted Nuthatch, House Wren, Catbird, Brown
Thrasher, Robin, Migrant Shrike, Starling, Bell's Vireo, Warbling
Vireo, Yellow Warbler, Black·poll Warbler, Northern Yellow· throat,
American Redstart, English Sparrow, Eastern Meadowlark, Western
Meadowlark, Eastern Red·wing, Orchard Oriole, Baltimore Oriole,
Eastern Cowbird, Cardinal, Rose·breasted Grosbeak, Dickcissel, East·
ern Goldfinch, Savannah Sparrow, Chipping S'1arrow, Clay· colored
Sparrow and Field Sparrow.--MRS. D\VIGHT P. THAMAS, Lincoln, Nebr.
Miscellaneous Nebraska Bird Notes.--On October 1, 1944,
while driving toward Lincoln, Hube Howard and I saw a flock
of hundreds, if not thousands, of hawks soaring high in the air as
they made their way in a southerly direction just west of Sutton, Nebraska. Distance and the obscurity of clouds and rain made identifi·
cation difficult but two of the nearby birds were difinitely Swain'
son's Hawks.
During the past spring and summer several Barn and Great (or
Montana) Horned Owls were seen occupying excavated dens in
banks where the highways cut through hills near Broken Bow and
Ord. Some of the birds were only partly grown.
0uring the last week in March, 1945, two Pine Siskins were
seen carrying stems into a juniper tree in a yard in Callaway. Later
inspection showed the foundation of a nest had been built but the
nest was not completed before the birds apparently moved on north·
ward.
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Last September 17 in very rough canyon country a few miles
north of Broken Bow a flock of 21 jay-like birds flew noisily into :1
tree several hundred yards west of the road. Later, on October 2nd
in a shelterbelt about a half mile north of Gates (two miles north of
the first location) a similar flock was seen. A dozen of them were
seen close by with and without field glasses and I am sure they were
Pinyon Jays.-JOHN W AMPOLE, Bro~en Bow, Nebr.

*

*

*

*

A Laboratory and Field Manuel of Ornithology, by Olin Sewall Pettingill, Jr., Burgess Publishing Co., Minneapolis, Minnesota,
1946, v plus 248 pp., xix plates, numerous illustrations, paper cover
either stapled or spiral bound, $3.50.
This is much more than a laboratory and field manual, it is "
well organized textbook with basic information and directions for de
tailed observational instruction to be used in ornithological study and
research.
The work consists of eighteen sections each dealing lucidily
with a specific phase of ornithology and following all sections there
is given complete bibliographical references dealing with each specifir:
topic. These sections are on topography; feathers and feather tracts;
internal anatomy; classification and nomenclature; external structural
character; laboratory identification; plumages and plumage coloration:
distribution and migration; field identification; bird ecology; bird
communities; bird territory; mating, nests and nest-building; eggs:
egg-laying and incubation; young and their development; parental
care; and bird populations. The section on internal anatomy thiroughly discusses this subject which has not been true in other modern
works.
After these sections come seven appendixes giving ornithological
field methods, preparation of a p?per, bibliographies pertaining more
or less to ornithology, bibliography of life history studies, selected bibliograr>hy of State works on birds, books for general information and
recreatior,aJ reading and current North American ornithological
journals.
.
The plates are all exceedingly well done and the illustrations by
Walter J Breckenridge are not only decorative, but authoritative.
Among these is a large chart which graphically illustrates the se'
quence of plumage in male3 of six species.
In my opinion this work should be published as a book and all
necessary loose leaves required for student records and note books
should be available.
Were I teaching college ornithology, I would select this manual
for my class work, and I believe any person interestd in the subject
of ornithology, with some knowledge of zoology, should have a copy
in their library to use as a full coverage on the subject.-R. ALLYN
MOSER.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
This is one of the most important notices ever to appear within
the pages of The N.ebras~a Bird Review. V.,f ord has just been received that Dr. George Miksch Sutton, President of the Wilson Ornithological Club, has accepted the invitation issued by our N. O. U.
President, Dr. R. Allyn Moser, to hold the 1946 annual meeting of
the W. O. C. in Omaha as guests of the N. O. U. The meeting will
be held on November 29th aml 30th, 1946. This is a '0.'onderful orportunity for all Nebraska bird students to meet many of the leading ornithologists of this country. Those of you who have attended
\V. O. C. meetings in the past know what a treat is in store.

It will be the first time a W. O. C. meeting has ever been held
in Nebraska and to our knowledge is the first time such a meeting
has been held this far west. The first agreement of affiliation between
the W. O. C. and the N. O. U. was entered into in 1915 and terminated in 1924. Articles of affiliation were again formerly entered into in May, 1946.
Let us all be on hand to give our distinguished friends the kind
of welcome that will do credit to our State and to our organization.

*

*

*

*

Word has been received that Dr. Ira N. Cabrielson, Director of
the Fish and Wildlife Service since it was formed, has retired effective April 1, 1946. The new director is Albert M. Day, a native of
Humboldt, Nebraska, where he was born in 11\97.
Mr. Day moved with his family to Wyoming in 1900 and graduated from the University of Wyoming in 1922. Since 1942 he has
served as assistant director of the Fish and \Vildlifc Service. We arc
proud to have a native Nebraskan at the head of this most important
conservation service.

*

*

*

*

Under date of April 9, 1946, Dr. Olin Sewall Pettingill, Jr.,
while making Whooping Crane investigations in Nebrasbt, scnt .1
lettcr to Dr. R. Allyn Moser with copies to Earl W. Glandon and
F. \V. Haecker. This letter dealt with the importance of the work
Nebraskans could do in helping to save this species from extinction.
With Dr. Pettingill's permission we are printing the main portion
of his letter.
"The Nebraska Ornithologists' Union, through its organ The
Bird Review, has undoubtedly contributed more to our
knowledge of the Whooping Crane than any other organization. But
the persons responsible, namely Professor Myron H. Swenk and Mr.
A. M. Brooking, are now dead. I sincerely hope that the N. O. U.
will find successors to these gentlemen, thereby continuing the lead in
gathering knowledge.
N.ebras~a
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"Without question one of the most critical factors in the survival of the Whooping Crane is its hazardous migratory journey.
Therefore, the primary purpose in gathering information on the occurrence of the hird during migration is to determine the regular
stopping points. These we need to know in order to (1) provide
more effective protection hy federal and state patrolling during the
season of migration, (2) huild up an interest in, and sympathy for,
the bird among the local human population, and (3) manage the environment of the stopping points properly so that sufficient food and
cover is provided and there is a minimum of interference from huIn(ll1 agenCles.

"At the May meeting of the N. O. U. m~ty I suggest that you
organize some sort of committee to gather information during the migration periods. Select a group for their aggressiveness and impress
upon them the importance of the undertaking. Letter writing to a
few interested persons is not enough. Publicity in all newspapers,
particularly in those distributed in the Platte Valley, is essential t'l
promote interest ;md cooperation. Enlist the aid of all game and fish.
organizations, most of which have members who, if carefully instructed, can locate the birds while pursuing their sport. Get all ornithologists and qualified observers into the field at regular intervals and
at specific posts to watch for the birds. Encourage those who have the
opportunity to make reconnaissance flights.
May I further suggest that the N. O. U. attempt to gather data
on the species in the neighboring states of Kansas and South Dakota
where there are relatively few ornithologists. We have little information on the status of the Whooping Crane in these states simply because of the absence of good ohservers. On the basis of several records which I have recently received, I am convinced that there are
points in these states where the Whooping Crane stops, perhaps as
often as it does along the Platte. We must determine these points with
certainty because it is entirely possible that there may be agencies
operating here which are detrimental to the survival of the species.'
(Signed) Olin Sewall Pettingill,

*

*

*

Jr.

*

The Audubon Screen Tours which have given pleasure and instruction to Omahans for the past several years will be held again
during the coming season. The six illustrated lectures will be as follows:
October 1, 1946-South Along the Suwannee, by Allan Cruickshank.
November 18,1946-0ur Living Earth, by John H. Storer.
December 13, 1946--Birds Encountered from Omaha to the
Rocky Mountains, by William Ferguson.
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January 29, 1947--Sounds of the S,\gcland, hy Harold and Alice
Allen.
March ". 1947--Bird Shooting \Vith ,l C,uncra. hy Martll\
Bovey.
April lEI, 1(.J+ 7-Ficld Cuidc to the Familiar, hy Roger Tor~'
Peterson.

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

Those who attended the N. O. U. annual meeting ,md field
day this year were particularly fortunate in having the opportunity
to hecome personally acquainted with Dr. George M. Sutton and
Dr. Olin S. Pettingill. These widely known ornithologists attended
all of the sessions and the field trip. Dr. Pettingill is becoming more
and more interested i~l Nebraska ornithology because of his studies of
the Whooping CrJ.nc and all N. O. U. memhers who attended the
meeting and heard his talk arc il".spired and determined to give him
all help pOJsible in this work. Dr. Sutton, an Honorary Member of
N. O. U. and a native Nebraskan is the artist who drew the pic
ture of the BurrO\\ ing Owl which always appears on the cover of
this magazine. On the field trip he had the pleasure of again sec·
ing the house where he was born. This house, in the Bethany dis'
trict of Lincoln, stands just across from the building which formerlyhoused Cotner University, where his father, who still is living, had
been a professor.

*

Members arc reminded that 1946·1947 dues were payable May
first. Those who do not pay before the next issue of this m,\gazine
goes to press will not be able to receive it and their names will have
to be dropped from the membership list that is published in eacn
July, December issue.
Your editor regrets that because he has moved his residence l,)
Wyoming it will be necessary for him to resign after the publicatlllll
of this issue of 'The N.ebras~a Bird Review. The five and one·half
years he has been privileged to edit this publication have been years
of enjoyment and pleasure. He will ab:ays keep in close contact wit),
the Nebraska Ornithologists' Union ,md its publication and is happy
to know that the magazine will be in the capable hands of the neve
editor, Dr. Edsen H. Fichter.
From Dr. Harry C. Oberholzer we learn that Nebraska no lon.1.;
er ranks third among the States in the number of different bird
forms found within its borders. That third place position has been
taken over by Arizona. The ranking of the States in the number of
different kinds of birds that occur or have occurred there, is as fol'
lows: first place, Texas; second place, California; third, Arizona:
and fourth, Nebraska.

OBI'ITAHlES
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With the p;tssing of Albert M. Brooking un January 24th, 1946,
at the Mary Lanning Memorial Hospital in Hastings, this state lost
the man who has probably done more tu promote popular interes[
in natural history and in relics of the past than has any other Ne·
hraskan.
Mr. Brooking was born at McComb, Illinois, on January 12,
1880. He came to Nebraska with his parents at the age of five
years, but two years later returned to McComh and made his home
there with an uncle for the purpose of completing his primary school~
ing. It was there in Illinois in 1887 that his interest in historical ob~
jects and in natural history specimens began, first with a cigar box
collection of arrow heads and flint instruments. He taught himself
the art of taxidermy and later accumulated a considerable library on
the subject. It was soon necessary to set apart a room in a wood·
shed for the display of his collection of hird nests and eggs.
The year 1892 again found him back in Nebraska living with
his parents at Funk. Through the YCClrs which followed, his passion for
collecting and studying museum relics and zoological specimens never diminished, and the size of his collection steadily increased requirillg larger and larger facilities for its display, until finally his hobby
became his full time profession and the beautiful museum in Hasting3
known as the House of Yesterday was founded in 1935 to house and
display for the enjoyment of all, the achievements of his collecting
efforts.
In 1902 Mr. Brooking entered the Pullman service with head·
quarters at Denver and Portland, Oregon, and four years later went
into the grain business, buying the town of Sedan, Nebraska, which
consisted of a grain elevator and a general store. In 1907 he bought
another grain elevator at Kearney. He continuLd in thL grain busl'
ness moving his operations to Trumbull and later moved to Inland
in 1912 where he W;J.S interested in elevators at that town and in
Flickville, maintaining his connections in these enterprises until the
early nineteen forties.
The first municipal museum in Hastings was opened in 1928
;J.t the old Hawthorne School and from that time on Mr. Brooking
devoted all his time to his hobby. The present House of Y esterda j
is a fine new building built expressly for its particular purpose and
cuntains over 200,000 sp'ecimens, including 4,500 birds.
Both study skins and mounted specimens make up the excellent
collectiun of birds. The mounted specimens predominate, however,
for the collc~tion is primarily for popular education and for the enjoyment of the general public. Most all the rarities are present, such
as the California Condor in a habitat display, the Carolina Paraquet, Passenger Pigeon, Eskimo Curlew and the world's largest habitat group of the Whooping Crane, consisting of ten mounted birds.
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Mr. Bruoking was a memher of many scientific societies and
served the Nebraska Ornithologists' Union as its president from 191~)
to 1919. He was an associate member of the American Ornitholo·
gists' Union. At the time of Mr. Brooking's death, his wife, Kathercrine Schneider Brooking, was president of the N. O. U. Mrs.
Brooking came from Toledo, Ohio, and the couple were married in
1912. She is now carrying on his work at the Hastings Museum.
It would be impossible to estimate the amount of good Mr.
Brooking has done in educating and interesting his fellow men
through the medium of his exhibits. The records of The House of
Yesterday show that it has had over 100,000 visitors. He turned the
hobby and the passion of his life to the enjoyment of all. The effectiveness of this service which he gave was greatly augmented by
the personality of the man. His was a kindly nature. All who knew
him were his friends, and he numbered them among all classes, rich
and poor, scientists and Indians, children and aged. Those wlw
worked under his direction v,"ere perhaps his greatest admirers. He
accomplished his desires through their efforts by such suggestion and
cooperative endeavor that it was a pleasure to assist him.
Prior to his last illness Mr. Brooking had suffered from a heart
condition but had been much improved and was resuming his regu"
lar work. Then several weeks before his passing he had suffered a
broken shoulder in a fall. Seemingly he was about to recover from
this accident when a sudden turn for the worse brought about his
death. He had deeded his extensive collections to the City of Hao"
tings and was laid to rest in a marble vault beneath the Hoor in the
middle of the museum he loved so well.--F. W. H.

David Clar/{ Hilton.-It is With regret that we note the passing
of two distinguished N. O. U. members, both past presidents of our
society, within so short a time: Dr. Hilton and Mr. Brooking. David
Clark Hilton was born on a farm ncar Dorchester, Nebraska, 011
April 22, 1877. He was the youngest son of John Bulin Whitehead
and Mary Elizabeth Redgate Hilton. His early boyhood was spent
on this farm which is still owned by the family and he received his
schooling up to the seventh grade in the district school near by; later attended Brown Grammar School and West Division High School
in Chicago.
Dr. Hilton's rise in hiS profession of medicine was then rapi,j
until he became one of Nebraska's most eminent citizens. His Bache'
lor of Arts degree was received in 1900 from the University of Ne'
braska and his degree of Master of Arts from the same institution
the following year, majoring in embriology. His Doctor of Medi·
cine degree was received from Rush Medical College of the University of Chicago in 1903. He did post graduate work in Vienna and
Paris in 1927.
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Dr. Hilton began his practice in Lincoln and made that city hi,
home for the rest of his life. For a while he headed the Science Department of Cotner University and was Chairman of Surgery at
Bryan Memorial Hospital.
The military aspects of his profession were a special interest
to David Hilton. During the first World War he served as a captain in the medical corps and later was Commanding- Officer of the
llOth medical regiment of the Nebraska National Guard. He grad,
uated from the Command and General Staff School of the United
States Army and was retired in 1940 as a Brigadier General of the
line. He went to Warsaw, Poland, in 192 7 as American delegate to
the 'ith International Congress of Military Medicine and Pharmacy
and to the United Kingdom as delegate to the 6th Congress in 1929
The distinquished societies of which he was a member are almost too many to enumerate. He was a member of Sigma Xi fraternity, a fellow of the American College of Surgeons and a 33 degree Mason. He became an associate of the American Ornithologists' Union in 1941 and we arc proud to recall that he served as
our own N. O. U. president from 1912 to 1913.
David Hilton's published ornithological works were not extensive but they were written with a delightful style and charm. In
reading them it is evident that he could easily have excelled in the
field of literature had he been so inclined. Perhaps his longest article on birds was "Notes on the Birds of the Fort Leavenworth Res'
ervation, Kansas" (Wilson Bulletin, 32, 1920:80-86).
His loss has been severely felt in many divergent fields and one
nearest to his heart was that of the Church of which he was a de·
vout and active communicant. David Hilton was Chief Warden of
St. Matthew's Episcopal Church of Lincoln and served on several important Episcopal Commissions appointed by the Bishop of Omaha
Dr. I-Iilton's death on December 12,
ed for he had seemingly recovered from
previous years. Funeral rites were held
burial was in Wyuka Cemetery, where
throughout his lifetime.~F. W. H.

1945, was rather unexpecta heart ailment suffered i!)
in his Lincoln Church and
he had often studied birds

Ralph Hammond was killed October 23, 1944, in an airplant:
crash of a C-47A together with five other crew members while supplies were being dropped from the plane at Tiddim, India. Ralph
was regularly assigned as an ambulance driver in the American Field
Service but had volunteered for the special service in which he lost
his life. At the time of his death, he was only 21 years old.
Ralph was an ardent member of the Omaha Nature Study Cluo
until his change of residence to Detroit, Michigan. He had an inter.
est ill birds -before he reached his teens while living in the Lookout
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region of Tennessee. This interest was intensified by his seeing a
large snake devour the young birds in a nest near his bedroom win'
dow, a nest he had had under observation from the time the first
egg was laid.
He was also keenly interested in practically all other phases of
nature, including landscape beauty. While a student at Benson High
School of Omaha he won first prize in 1941 in the annual high
school exhibit at the Joslyn Memorial for his water color painting of
a winter scene.
His lettcrs to his mother and the diary he kept during the time
he was in India and while on his way there are interspersed with
descriptions of landscape scenery. Ralph also graphically depicted
life in the British Army to which he was attached, as well as the
native Indian life with which he came in contact, and with good hu·
mar his trying experiences in driving his ambulance over makeshift
roads in rough, mountainous, hazardous terrain, at times exposed to
enemy fire and even crossfire between the British and the Japanese
In his writing he gave every evidence of literary as well as scientific
ability. In one of the entries in his diary he mentioned that his lack
of fear of snakes was a help to him in India. This will recall to
those who saw him do it, his capture of a large black snake in Fantenelle Forest during a N. O. U. field trip held in connection with
an annual state meeting a few years ago.
In letters to Ralph's mother, Mrs. Lucille Hammond of Omaha,
his officers joined in paying tribute to him for his efficiency, his
self-sacrificing willingness to serve, and his likeability. In these sentiments, all Omaha Nature Study Club and N. O. U. members who
knew Ralph Hammond can well concur, and they will also wish t.el
pay tribute to him for his scholarly attainments at his early age and
his expressed hope of greater attainments from which he was cut off
by his untimely death. Heartfelt sympathy is extended by the entire
membership of the N. O. U. to his mother who has recently become
a N. O. U. member herself, and to his sister and two brothers.-L. 0
HORSKY.

Bird Students throughout the country were saddened to hear
of the death of Dr. Thomas S. Roberts on April 19, 1946. Dr. Rob·
erts, director of the Museum of Natural History of the University
of Minnesota was eighty-eight years old. His great work, "The Birds
of Minnesota", in two volumes, is one of the most useful sets of books
ever published on mid-western ornithology. The similarity of the
avifauna of Minnesota and eastern Nebraska makes this work
especially valuable to Nebraska bird students.

